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- RUSSIANS CLAIM MANY 
SUCCESSES 


“FEARFUL DEMANDS” ON 
BOTH SIDES AT KERCE 


* MA 
ed 


RUSSIAN troops are speeding up the pace of their fierce 
advance on the Kharkov front, according to the Press Asso- 
ciation and Reuter. German reinforcements, after a forced 
march from the rear, supported by more tanks And artillery, 
have failed to stem the drive, and the Red Army has stormed 
more small towns, villages and centres of resistance. 


Advancing on a 40-50 miles front, Timoshenko’s men 
have crossed the River Donetz—on whose left bank Kharkov 
stands—north and south of the city. 


On the Kerch peninsula, after six days’ bitter fighting, the 
German High Command claims that its troops are battering at 


the '' gates of Kerch, the strongly-defended hilltop town on 
the peninsula’s north-eastern Bhain 


The German-Rumanian effort to reach the Kerch Straits— 
a success which would bring them opposite the side-door to 


the Caucasus—is being stubbornly contested by the Soviet 


NEW SOVIET ATTACK 


Fifteen miles north of Taganrog and 
about 200 miles south of the Kharkov 
battle area, a new Russian push is 
reported from Axis sources against the 
German positions centred on Pokrovsk. 
Not only would Taganrog, a German 

hedge hog,“ already long by-passed 
by the advance along the Azov shore, 
he seriously endangered by such a 
movement, but success: here and the 

- large-scale operations at Kharkov would 


“are inflicting blow after blow and 
are making successful advances. The 
offensive spirit of our troops is rising 
every minute. The operation is 
developing into an irresistible drive.“ 

One Soviet unit manœuvred through 
a fierce barrage and captured three 
earth and timber forts. The Germans, 
hurled back from their fortified posi- 
tions, lost about 200 killed. Soviet 
tanks played a particularly important 


seriously complicate the whole position 
of the German armies east of the 
Dnieper “elbow ” and in the Crimea. 
In their retreat from their Kharkov 
defence lines, the Germans are said to 
be abandoning large quantites of guns, 
tanks and supplies. 

Heavy Russian tanks are forcing 
their way through the thick forest of 
fortifications designed to protect the 
vast reserves of material accumulated 
in the city itself. Through the -gaps 
they create, infantry and artillery are 
poering forward, and the Russian Air 

orce is playing its part with a series 
of attacks on supply lines, troop con- 
centrations and un emplacements. 
Reports from the 
in some of the details of the Donetz 
crossings. Russian armoured forma- 
tions. they say, smashed their way 
across between Volchansk, 30 miles 
north-east of Kharkov and Huguyev, 
20 miles to the south-east. 

Latest news indicates that the Red 
Army is seven miles west of the river 
The Germans are “retiring slowly“ 
while awaiting the ‘‘imminent’’ 


, 


erman frontier fill 


part, 
KERCH BATTLE 


“Fearful demands are being made 
on the German and Russian troops 
fighting at Kerch before a decision can 
be forced,“ telephoned the Berlin Cor- 
respondent of the Swedish Nya Dagligt 
Allehanda. Soviet fortifications are 
extremely strong, he says. From the 
Azov to the Black Sea the Russians 
built a system of water-filled armoured 
ditches, around which were countless 
field defences, barbed wire enclo- 
sures and ‘concrete: “bunkers. 
Rain fell in the middle of the battle, 
turning the only two usable roads into 
lanes of mud. Ammunition and petrol 
had to be taken to the foremost posi- 
tions by ‘planes, and the speed of the 
German attack was reduced. Troops 
fought in mud up to their chests, hold- 
ing their rifles above their heads, The 
Russians made a strong stand, and 
there was hand-to-hand fighting in 
several districts. 


arrival of still more reinforcements, 


LATEST CLAIMS 


Several more ‘“‘ villages and heights 
of strategic importance” have been 
captured on the Kharkov front, says 
Moscow radio. One Soviet unit dis- 
lodged the Germans from several key. 
points. Eight guns and other war 
material were captured. Soviet troops 


- * - 


General Koslov’s forces are being 
given invaluable support by the guns 
of Black Sea warships, Moscow radio 
says. Under their ceaseless barrage 
the Axis troops are, according to 
Stockholm reports, being held back 
from the outskirts of the town. 
Constant attacks by Luftwaffe units 
assembled during the last few nights, 
before von Manstein began his attack, 


“Won't be home, dear,” he sleepily drawied, 
When his wife, wuiting up for him, called. 

“ I lent someone my bike 

And I’m too tired to hi 


So I've had an men inst: 
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System that Timo- 


and 15.000 
— Keuter.) 


are believed to have been mainly 
responsible for the progress achieved. 

Colonel Rossbach, Luftwaffe spokes- 
man, in a broadeast, claimed that the 
Luftwaffe gained absolute air mastery 
in the first hour of the offensive. 


LENINGRAD BATTLE 


Two thousand Germans have been 
killed in a big batfle on the Leningrail 
front, stated Red Army Commissar 
Litvinov on the Leningrad radio. 
Thirteen tanks, 11 guns, and a 
“mera of other war materiel were 
estroyed or captured. On another 
sector Soviet troops surrounded and 
stormed a locality, ‘‘ N,“ while airmen 
bombed a concentration of tanks and 
armoured cars. 


MIDNIGHT REPORT 


The Russian midnight communiqué 
states.—‘‘ During May 15 stubborn 
fighting against numerically superior 
enemy forces continued across Kerch 
Peninsula. 

““On the Kharkov sector our troops 
fought offensive actions and advanced. 
In two days’ fighting they captured 
from the enemy 255 guns, destroyed 
and disabled over 250 enemy tanks, 
and shot down 40 German aircraft. 


of importance took place. 


aircraft were destroyed. 
were eleven aircraft. 


A Reuter telegram from the German 
frontier, dated Friday, states: 
Russians reported to have Germans 
out of Kerch, which they had partly 
occupied. Kerch had been occupied, 
except for the harbour area. Under 
cover of a heavy artillery barrage, 
Soviet tanks and infantry hurled the 
Germans back to the surrounding 
heights. 

It is learned to-night, adds the 
telegram, that fighting on the Kerch 
Peninsula has slowed down during the 
last 24 hours. Heavy rain — the 
ground into swampy mud. — (Reuter.) 

An unconfirmed 
Timoshenko’s troops 
through the first 
immediate defence 
fighting rages round the 
station in the north-east 


have broken 


ring and 
suburbs. 


Soviet offensive is developin 
ever:widening front. The 
between Bielgorod and Smiyev, 
miles apart, is in action. 


BIG TANK BATTLE 


early this morning stated: — The first 


Kharkov front. 
is making considerable use of tank - 
borne shock troops, heavily armed with 
automatic weapons and backed by 
infantry in close support. 
Germans are using a number of new- 
type ‘planes. 


STORY OF THE ASSAULT 


A hazardous of Royal 


landing 
Marines, who 
them to carry out a surprise assault. 
which played an important part 
in the Madagascar operations, 
acknowledged yesterday in a joint 
British Admiralty and War Office 
communique. | 


Bay, without loss, at the appointed 
time, the approaches were heavily 
mined, and during sweeping operations 
the corvette Auricula sank. Casualties 
were probably light. 
| here made such good progress that they 
captured the town of Diego Suarez by 
4 p.m. that day. Another force, in- 
cluding the Royal Welch Fusiliers, 
Royal Scots Fusiliers, East Lancashire 
Regiment and South Lancashire Regi- 
ment, who landed simultaneously 
at Ambararata, met stiffer opposition 
as, supported by tanks, they advanced 
east towards Antsirana. 

‘‘ Reinforcements were brought up, 
and the final assault on. Antsirana was 
carried out after dark on the second 
night. At the same time the Marines 
landed in the defenders rear, a 
valuable diversion, which played an 
important part in securing the speedy 
surrender of the town. The destroyer 
from which they landed had to 
negotiate minefields in the dark and 

ass between shore batteries in the 
alf-mile wide Oranjia Pass, but 
accomplished the operation without 
casualties or damage. Our troops 
relieved several pockets of British 
resistance inside the enemy's lines, and, 
as a result, our casualties were far 
lighter than at first feared. | 

‘‘ Carrier-borne naval aircraft played 
successful in the 
operations. ‘attacked the aero- 
drome at Antsirana, depriving the 
defence of air power, and rendered 
valuable support and co-operation to 
the naval and military forces. 
(Press Association.) 


FRENCH LOSSES 
‘PORT LOUIS (MAURITIUS), 
Friday.—Colonel Cerbon, who com- 
manded the French forces at Di 
Suarez, has sent a sage to 
‘French Commander-in-Chief in the 
Mada r capital, stating that the 
French casualties were about 150 killed 

„ 


and 500 wounded.—(Times T 
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TIMOSHENKO'S ARMY . 


On other sectors of the front nothing 


“ On May 14, twenty-five German 
Our losses 
In the Barents 
Sea our warships sank one enemy 
transport and two coastguard vessels. 


“GERMANS OUT OF KERCH 
—RUSSIAN REPORT 


report says that 


ine of Kharkov’s 
that 
railway 


North and south of Kharkov the 
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A Reuter telegram from Moscow 


great tank battle of the year has been 
won by the Russians on a sector of the 
Marshal Timoshenko 


The 


MADAGASCAR LANDING 


were brought safely 
through mine-strewn waters, enabling 


were 


When our ships arrived off Courrier 


Troops landed 


Picture includes: Dr. Alton 
Farnham, Dr. H. 


W. Pearson, Dr. G. D. 


HIGHER RAILWAY 
BONUSES 
THREAT TO SERVICES 


N the teeth of a revelation that the 
Great Southern Railways Com- 
any had only 10,579 tons ef coal in 
and—the equivalent of two weeks“ 
supply—and that the company could 
not afford to pay higher bonuses, the 
Railway Wages Board yesterday 
decided that all employés of the 
company who earn a week or 
less should receive a further bonus 
of 2s. a week, and that those whose 
salaries are between 58s. and 60s. 


bing their earnings up to the 23 
level. It is of the opinion, also, that 
juniors should receive a bonus of 1s. 

The aisturbing news about the coal 
supplies was given by Mr. Hartnell 
Smith, advocate for the company. 
Opposing applications for increases 
made by three unions on behalf of 
8.000 employés, he said: —“ Since 
March last the issues of coal have sub- 
stantially exceeded deliveries, and the 
quality has deteriorated, so that the 
operation of trains is becoming more 
dificult each day. As there is no in- 
dication of any improvement in the 
future, the continuance of the existing 
train service is doubtful.” 

The company, he said, submitted 
that its financial pdsition, and the 
prospects under existing conditions of 
varning a net income in the future, 
showed that claims for increased wages 
could not be afforded. Even allowin 
for reduced imports, their coal woul 
cost £107,000 more than last year. 

Last year's drastically curtailed 
scrvices were likely to operate for the 
whole of this year, and only essential 
travel could be catered for or 
ercouraged, They were likely to lose 
£300,000 from a reduction (f passenger 
traffic withont any hope of reduction 
in expenditure. Indications were that 
the fresh meat traffic would be a 
dwindling ommodity, and general 
merchandise and coal traffic receipts 
would probably decrease substantially. 

Neither could they guarantee that 
the curtailments in the company’s road 
services would be sufficient to meet 
the @xigencies of the supply position, 
and lack of spare parts for their 
motor-vehicles would necessitate a 
further reduction of services. Over- 


accounted for more than half the 


| £80,000 increase in wages and salaries 
i pala ‘vontiliation a grader during 194%, 
he numbers employed during the last 


year had also increased, and. in the 
opinion of the company, there would 
b> no balance after the payment of 
debenture interest and fixed charges to 
meet either an increase of wages or 
the payment of any dividends, if an 
adequate provision for arrears of work 
was to be made. 

The Railway Wages Board decided 
also that a further bonus of 
2s. 6d. (1s. 3d. for juniors) 
should be paid to employés of the 
L.M.8. and 
Companies, and to those members of 
the Great Northern Railway, County 
Donegal Joint Committee and Dundalk, 
Newry and. Greenore Railways whose 
stations were in Northern Ireland. 
Members whose stations were in Eire 
should, in the opinion of the Board, 
get a bonus of 2s. a week (Ils. for 
juniors) . 

* the unions were Mr. 
C. . Watters (National Union of 
Railwaymen), Mr. Allen 
(Associated Society of Locomotive 
Engineers and Firemen) and Mr. J. T. 
O'Farrell (Railway Clerks’ Associa- 
tion). 


GERMANS CLAIM U.S. CRUISER 


German radio (says Reuter), quoting 
an official military source, gives details 
of an air attack on American warships 
in the North Atlantic when, it is 
claimed, a cruiser of the Pensacola 
class (9,00) tons) was sunk. 

“The United States flotilla was 
Ne by German reconnaissance 
‘planes on Thursday morning, and the 
attack made through the heavy A.A. 
barrage Heavy bombs were dropped 
on the ships, which fled on a zigzag 
course. The heavy United States 
cruiser received several direct hits and 
was in flames immediately. At mid- 
night the whole flotilla was stopped. 
The destroyers brought help, but the 
cruiser had received such heavy damage 
that it sank 300 kilometres north of 
North Cape. 

A special German announcement 
stated that a destroyer was also sunk 
in the on, which took place 
between 
Spitzbergen. 


FUTURE DAIL SITTINGS 


Difficulties which have arisen in con- 
nection with rt may lead to 
drastic alterations in the times of 
sittings of the Dail. The eg whips 
have been considering the situation 
and certain tentative arrangements 
* been * 70 * 

Next week it is proposed the usual 
three-day sittings will take 
ednesday and 
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At yesterday's annual meeting of the Adelaide Hospital in Dublin. 
E. H A int 


Moguill Trinity we ygg TÁ Lord 
an (Matron), Professor 
body, Mr. C. L- Pullar, Mr. 


MEXICO’S PROTEST 
TO GERMANY 
WAR MAY FOLLOW 


HE Mexican Government, follow- 
ing the sinking of a Mexican 
tanker through U-boat action, has 
sent a 14 days’ ultimatum to 
Germany demanding complete satis- 
faction and guarantees for compensa- 
tion. Failing this, Mexico will take 
the measures dictated by national 
honour, says Reuter. 

Reports from Mexico City say that 
the capital is seething with fury, and 
demands are heard on all sides for a 
declaration of war. 


OFFICIAL REPORT 


A very energetic. protest has been 
ly and Japan, 
demanding complete satisfaction and 
guarantees of compensation by May 28, 
an official statement says. Failing this 
Mexico will take ‘‘ measures dictated 
by national honour. ”' 

An extraordinary session of Con- 
gress to declare war on the Axis was 
urged by the leader of the Senate, 
Senor Leon Garcia, says Associated 
Press in a telegram from Mexico City. 
He said he planned to make such a 
motion yesterday at a special meeting 
of the Permanent Congressional Com- 
mission. ‘Sefior Garcia, who is the 
spokesman in the Senate for the Pre- 
sident, General Avila Camacho, told 
journalists, We view with extreme 
gravity the events provoked by the 
torpedoing of the Portrero de! Liano. 
It is absolutely indispensable that our 
country should declare war on the Nazi 
and Fascist Powers. I will propose 
that Congress be convoked with all 
urgency for an extraordinary session to 
discuss it.“ 

The Commission sits when Congress 
is not in session. 


APPROVAL IN USS. 


The protest drew general diplomatic 
and Congressional approval, says 
Reuter in a telegram from Washington. 
Legislative quarters released a barrage 
of outspoken comment on what was 
termed a dastardly attack.“ Senator 
Hill declared that ‘‘the fact that the 
ship was brilliantly illuminated, with 
large’ Mexic&n flags painted on the 
_sides, shows that mo nation in this 
hemisphere is safe. : 


 U-BOATS IN GULF 


WASHINGTON, Friday — A U.S. 
merchantman has been torpedoed and 
sunk off the mouth of the Mississippi 
River, says Reuter. 

The vessel, a large one, says the 
Navy Department, was attacked about 
102 miles south of New Orleans, «apital 
of Louisiana, on Tuesday afternoon. 
An explosion shook the east jetty of 
the south-west passage to the Missis- 
spl early in the morning the same 
ay. 

Twenty-seven oí the crew of 41 were 
killed in the explosion, or in the fire 
which followed, and the remainder 
were injured, says the Associated 
Press. Apparently the U-boat waited 
to attack on the shallow Mississippi 
bottom. The ship was hit by three 
torpedoes as she was waiting to enter 
the River. 

e merchantman is the 156th vessel 
belonging to the United Nations whose 
torpedoing has been announced by the 
Navy Department since the attack on 
Pearl Harbour. 


HERE AND THERE 


When an escaped Borstal boy was 
recaptured yesterday in a Portland 
(Dorset) public-house he was found 
standing drinks round the bar. 


The German radio says that Herr 
Hitler has sent the Pope a telegram 
of congratulations on the occasion of 
his episcopal jubilee.—(Reuter. 


King George II. of the Hellenes has 
returned to Cairo from a visit to Libya, 
where he visited uhits of the Greek Air 
Force. He also saw a unit of the Greek 
Navy.—(Press Association.) 


For the first time the number of men 
and women wholly unemployed in 
Great Britain is fewer than 100,000. 
Men wholly unemployed numbered 
55,365; women 34,509 — a total of 


874. 
2 


The U.S. Army was preparing to 
start immediate training of ba 
mumbers of glider pilots, U.8. War 
epartment announces, and some 
000 civilian fliers. were expected to 
provide a pool ‘of candidates for. train- 
ing in piloting gliders on and behind 
the war fronts.—(The Associated 
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“LOOSE TALK"—FOOTNOTE 
WASHINGTON, Friday—The Presi- 
dent at his Press conference returned 
to the subject of “loose talk,“ about 
which he had lectured at a recent 
meeting of the ' Pacific’ War Council, 
says The. Times corres . 
4 His remarks, he said, had not been 
intended to apply to the Australian. 
Prime N r. 3 ane his 
country as a whole was tight-lipped— 
gton was not. There had 


: ales have to be a scheme for compensa- 


HE Civic Guard have declared 
war on lin cycle thieves. 
So great has the menace of organi 


special plans have 

eal with it. Some of the plans have 
not been divulged, but, generally, 
the idea is to operate specially 
trained patrols in the city and 
suburbs. . 
Duties of the special patrols include 
the stopping of all cyclists, who will 
be interrogated, and, if their answers 
are deemed unsatisfactory, they may 
be taken to the nearest barracks, 
where the machines will be examined. 
Experts will go over the bicycle for 
any trace of tampering. 


JUDGE AND THEFTS 


Several cases of bicycle stealing were 
dealt with in Circuit Criminal 
Court yesterday by Judge Shannon, 
who said that people who steal 
bicycles must expect little leniency. 
In one case he nassed sentence of three 
years’ imprisonment on a man who was 
found guilty of receiving ‘stolen 
bicycles. 

Patrick Quinn (23), Corporation 
Buildings, was sentenced to nine 
months’ imprisonment, with hard 
labour, for the larceny of a number 
of bicycles in Dublin, in August and 
September last. 

ter, Quinn gave evidence, when 

Thomas ' Whelan (45), mechanic, The 
Demesne, Killester, was charged with 
receiving six bicycles knowing them to 
have been stolen, stating in effect 
that he stole bicycles and handed them 
over to Whelan, when he received 
certain payments. 


HEAVY SENTENCE 


Whelan, from the dock, said that he 
was given to understand that the 
bicycles belonged to people who were 
going to England: When any bicycle 
was sold Quinn got the money. 

The jury found Whelan guilty, and 
he was sentenced to three years’ penal 
servitude, to be reduced to eighteen 
months if it were found that Whelan 
lost his pension from the Irish Govern- 
ment. Whelan stated that he had 
been in the British Army before’ 
getting mixed up in the trouble’ here. 
He was a dispatch rider, he added, 
for Michael Collins. 


OTHER SENTENCES 


guilty to receiving stolen 
bicycles, James Kelly (25), of Anner 
road, Cabra, who collapsed in the 
dock, was sentenced to twenty months’ 
imprisonment with hard labour. 
eorge Dudley (17), James Hannan 
(17), John Nash (17), and Joseph 
McDermott (18), all oí Corporation 
Buildings, were sentenced to seven, 
seven, six and six months respectively 
for the larceny of 1 ae 
Michael Corcoran (27), South Great 
George’s street, who pleaded guilty to 
the larceny of twelve bicycles, was put 
back until next 22 


Villas, Glasthule, 


ed 


was sentenced. to 
three months’ 9 —— íor steal 

iz a bicycle, and nine months impri- 
sonment for receiving a quantity of 
stolen jewellery, sentences to run con- 
currently. Michael Mahood (14), his 
nephew, who pleaded guilty to stealing 
a quantity of jewellery and other pro- 
perty, ad at £179, from the house 
of Mr. F. Brosnan, Castlepark road, 
Dalkey, was put back until next Ses- 
sions for judgment of his behaviour in 
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of Ten 


has arrived in India. 


A New Delhi messa 


presumably on Indian soil. 


be meetin 


station.— (Reuter. 


NEW DELHI,  Friday.—General 
Alexander’s forces have succeeded in 
extricating themselves from the dan- 
gerous situation which developed after 
the successful Japanese thrust against 
Lashio. They have now been with- 


MINESWEEPERS SUN 
TRAWLERS HIT IN CONVOY 


British fighters attacked three Ger- 
man minesweepers off the north coast 
of.the Cherbourg Peninsula yesterday 
afternoon, says *the Press Association. 
The minesweepers were first sighted 


| and reported by the reconnaissance “air- 


craft. The attack was made from a 
low level by Spitfires and Hurricane 
bombers, when the minesweepers were 
about four miles off shore, steaming at 
ten knots, in line abreast, in a wes- 
terly direction. One minesweeper was 
hit amidships, and it blew up. Another 
was set on fire and left sinking. A 
third was hit and damaged. One British 
aircraft is missing from this operation. 
On Thursday night, days a British 
Admiralty communiqu®*, light forces 
encountered two armed trawlers off tlie 
French Channel coast. They were at 
once engaged, and bot trawlers were 
left disabled and sinking. No casual- 
ties or damage were suffered by the 
British forces in this brief engagement. 
Early on Wednesday morning a 
patrol of British light forces en- 
countered a convoy close to the French 
coast, and succeeded in penetrating the 
screen of escort vessels. A running 
fight followed, in which an enemy ship 
“was hit by.a torpedo.. " 
'The Germans have admitted that one 
of their torpedo in 
this engagement. Considerable other 
damage and casualties were undoubt- 
edly inflicted, says the communiqué. 
Reconnaissance next morning showed 
that the Germans still were searching 
for survivors. One British light coastal 
craft did not return from this engage- 
ment, and the Board of Admiralty 
regrets to announce that she must be 
considered lost. The next-of-kin have 


the meantime. 


been informed.—(Press Association.) 
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ROAD TRAINS 


HOW TURF COULD BE 
CARRIED 


Road trains bringing huge quantities 
of turf from the Midland s to 
Dublin are visualised by Mr. R. N. 
Tweedy in a pamphlet, Turf or 
Nothing, which has just been 
published. 

Mr. Tweedy’s idea is that the 
chassis of many of the motor cars now 
demobilised could be used as the basis 
of specially constructed waggons suit- 
able for the carrying of turf, As many as 
ten of these waggons could be coupled 
together and drawn by either a motor 
tractor or steam engine, In this way 
twenty or thirty tons of turf could 
be brought from the Midlands on the 
one journey instead of the four or five 
tons which.the biggest lorries in use 
can transport at the moment. | 

The idea has been discussed by 
several aes interested in turf trans- 
port. ey agreed that the trains and 
the canals could not hope to bring to 
Dublin all the turf uired for the 
coming winter. Nowadays efficiency 
and speed must ga; and, so long as 
the turf reached its destination, that 
is that is necessary. 
road trains would help in 
done: Of course, d 
There is 


tion to owners of cars. 
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K ata 
Dublin n, at which the Lord 
Mover, Aiderman P. 8. Doyle, TB., 


NORTHERN TOWN PLANNING 


The Government of Northern Iveland 
has accepted the Davidge report on 
town planning and reconstruction, and 
steps have been taken to set in motion 
machinery for the carrying out of the 
various recommendations. The personnel 
of- the Planning Commission and the 
Advisory Board will be announced next 
week, 


$ 
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boats was sunk in 


<a | ALLIED TROOPS FROM 
BURMA REACH INDIA 
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EW ccesses in Yunnan Province include the fal 
kengchung. 50 miles west of Paoshan, the Burma Roa 


town 100 miles inside the China frontier. 
The Allied garrison from Akyab, the West Burman port, 


says that General Alexander's men 
fought their way out of a precarious forward salient in the 
Chindwin Valley, and have now reached a more secure area— 


Chinese forces nearing Myitkyina, most northerly town in 
Burma, and terminus of the railway from | 
with little opposition as they advance through the 
.thinly-held Japanese rear. Another Chinese column is said to 
be within striking distance of Wanting, Yunnan frontier 


dalay, are said to 


EVACUATED BY SEA 


drawn to a more secure area, the mili- 
tary.spokesman announced. 

“The retirement from the salient, 
says Reuter, ‘‘ was a deliberate action, 
in which Genera) Alexander’s men had 
time, not only to move successfully, 
but also to deal with their heavy 
equipment, which they were forced to 
abandon because of transportation diffi- 
eulties. 

A small British force which was left 
in Akyab, Burmese port, to carry out 
demolition work after the British 
withdrawal, has been successfully 
evacuated by sea to India. They left 
in merchant vessels with a naval 
escort, after they had supervised the 
evacuation of refugees and the demoli- 
tion of anything useful to the 
Japanese, including the aerodrome.— 
(Reuter.) 


YUNNAN TOWN FALLS 


CHUNGKING, Friday. — The 
Japanese captured ‘Tengchung, 50 
miles west of Paoshan, in . Yunnan 
Province, on Monday says the Chinese 
communique. Japanese troops from 
Bhamo are striking westward and have 
erossed the Irrawaddy. . “A Chinese 
counter-offensive in Burma is expected 
here at any moment,” says Reuter, 
adding? Vanguards are within 25 
miles of ~ Kyitkyina, and another 
Chinese column is within striking 
distance of: Wanting.”” The southern 
Japanese column moving up the 
Salween River, in Yunnan, from 
Lungling, in an attempt to join the 
Japanese at Tengchung, is suffering 
heavy losses, it was officially stated. 
Chinese troops are still holding out in 
the Katha sector, about 150 miles north 
of Mandalay. Japanese bombers ure 
continuing their attacks on towns in 
Central China, where yesterday they 
bombed Hengyang, an important rail- 
way junction in Southern Hunan, 
Vushan, in eastern Kiangsi, and Lanki 
railway terminus, north-west of 
Kinhwa, the capital of Chekiang 
Province. Yushan has now been 
attacked almost daily for over a week. 
The. objective of Japan’s present 
campaign in Central China was to 
prevent Chinese, with the aid ‘of 
American airmen from bombing 
Formosa and the Japanese islands, an 
army spokesman said. The maim task 
now, he said, is to destroy all the 
aerodromes in the eastern provinées.— 
(Reuter.) 


PLENTY OF PLANES 


SYDNEY, Friday.—A Japanese 
attack on Port Moresby yesterday was 
carried out by twice the usual raiding 
force—a clear indication of Japan's 
power to supply bombers and fighters 
to their advanced bases. 


AXIS LOSSES OVER MALTA 


Five Axis ‘planes were destroyed 
over Malta yesterday, and six others 
were damaged. says a Reuter message. 
Raiding activity consisted mainly of 
fighter sweeps, according to a com- 
muniqué.. The Royal Air Force had 
no losses. One of the 'planes shot down 
was a might bomber. Twenty-one 
machines were destroyed or damaged 
on Thursday. Of these, six bombers 
and five fighters were destroyed; the 
other ten were damaged. 


THE IRISH ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 
was promoted pursuant to the Insurance (Amendment) 
Ad, 1938, under conditions of operation and safeguards 
for Policyholders determined by the Insurance Act. 
1936. The Company was formed by the amalgamation 
of the business and personnel of nine of the leading 
Irish and English Assurance Offices and links up with 
the traditions of Offices whose insurance experience in 
Ireland goes back over half a century. The Company 
is wholly national in its control, is under experienced 
management, and the service and security for its 
Policyholders is absolute. | . 
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“RETAINED MOBE” BEK. i 
BATHMINES AND RATHGAR MUSICAL Í 
: SOCIETY PRESENTS 
_“WALTZES rnou VIENNA,” 
MUSIC BY 
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& Booking Daily. 10 a.m, to 9 p.m. ! 
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! | 8 e me eee ee 90 “SANTA FE TRAIL.“ A en er eee | latest drive; but the Russians claim we á i 6 D. J. Gillinan, prodaced by Gabriel Fallon. P rospect roads, — gg ie toll for them. It is an extremely dangerous BUCHANAN— 
LADY HAMILTON. SUNDAY: MP be ad i dil d 9.25—" Quartette from Rigoletto (Verdi) ” appl. 0 e former oroughiare, business, and the authorities have been uence. 98 I 
| d and 830 pw. . 1 REGULATION OF IMPORTS | to advancing steadily, and to] The Hon. Mrs. Ruthven is staying Rita Lynch (soprano), Mairin Fenning (con, | which was the high toad to the village forced to discourage it. People are Margaret, las 
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